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our voice in the lesbian community 
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LESBIAN 
MARRIAGES 


Editorial 
Dear Deb. Turner, 


Womonspace would like to extend 
our appreciation for your contri bu- 
tion to the Lesbian community. Your 
many volunteer hours as Womonspace's 
Newsletter Editor, typist, Camp -out 
co-ordinator, Dance co-ordinator, 
as well as being involved in many 
other aspects in our conmunity has 
greatly en hanced our growth. 

We hope that your move to Calgary 
will stenghten the liason between our 
two communities, as you continue to 
contribute to the education of other 


lesbians and lesbian supportive womyn. 


Good Luck in all that you endeav- 
Ore 
Respectfully 


Womonspace 


love 1S. 


PICTURE CREDIANS 


Front Cover: from Eye To Eye: Portyas 
its of Lesbians, Photographs by Jeb, 
Glad Hags Books, Washington, D.C. 
1979. 


Cartoon: from " And God Bless Uncle 
Harry and His RoommateJack, Who we're 
not supposed to talk about." Cartoons 
from Christopher Street Macazine 


Back Cover: from Erica Jong, Illustrated 


by Joseph A. Smith; Harry N. Abrams, 
Ei Gemebioulss 


SERVICES OF UNION 


In 1984 the Canadian Unitarian 
Council passed a motion to support 
services of union for homosexuals. 
Later that year the Unitarian Uni- 
versalists Association Continental 
passed a similar motion. Support, 
however, was given years before and 
there is no bias to issues of pref- 
erence in the Unitarian Church. 

Services of union are not new to 
Ruth Patrick. As a minister in the 
Unitarian Church, she has performed 
several. She prefers to call it a 
celebration of a union rather than a 
marriage because of the legal conno- 
tations. The service of uni0memise 
however. a public declaration. 

When a couple want to be united 
they talk to Ruth Patrick. She will 
ask for the reasons why they want to 
be united. Ruth Patrick feels that 
a union is a very serious step. She 
treats the couple like any hetero- 
sexual couple that plan to be married. 
She feels that the commitment is the 
Same as if the couple were legally 
bound. "Ties are not easily loosened’ 
(Ruth Patrick). 

If a couple were to break up Ruth 
Patrick asks that the couple come back 
and talk to her. 

The Service of Union ceremony it- 
self is whatever the couple want to 
Say to each other. Ruth Patrick will 
give the couple some material to act 
aS guidelines. It usually starts as: 
"this-is my vow to you". The ceremony 
can be as simple or as elegant as the 
couple would like it to be. The cost 
starts around $100.00. This may 
change, however, due to the ceremony. 

If anyone is considering a service 
of union, they can contact Metropoli- 
tan Community Church between 9 A.M, 


and 12 NOON at 454-8073. : 
Jacquie 


GETTING MARRIED 


When you have met the right per- 
son that you wish to spent the rest of 
your life with, you know it! 

I have met that special lady. Her 
name is Colleen. I realized that I 
loved her in the early part of our 
relationship (the first night). We 
have loved each other for over a year. 
With that in mind, we decided to get 
married. We decided to exchange vows 
in front of our friends. We believe 
that these vows are as much of a 
commitment as if we had exchanged 
them on a church or as legal as if 
they were exchanged before a Jusi- 
ice of the Peace. 

We feel very fortunate that so 
many friends will be attending. Each 
is special to us. 

We will be married in my parents 
home. They are very happy for us but 
will be on holidays at the time of our 
ceremony. We understand that they would 
feel uncomfortable with the wedding. 
My brothers Chris and Tom along with 
their wives will be helping with the 
wedding. We are pleased that they are 
supportive and happy for us. All of my 
family know of my sexual preference 
and I will thank God until the day I 
die that my family has been so comfort- 
able and supportive of me being gay. 

When I write of friends in this 
article, my family, from parents to 
siblings, are definately included. 


So Coke (Colleen) and I wish the 
best for everyone and hope that you 
will find your soul mate. Coke waited 
for 5 years and I waited for 2. 


The Following are our vows. 

I ask you to be my lover, my friend and 
most of all my lifetime mate. 

I promise to work towards an honest, 
faithful and loving relationship. 

I have no wish to change you. 

I promise to help to help you in your 
weaknesses, 

I shall be proud of your strengths. 
Will you accept this ring as a symbol 
of the love that I have for you? 

Will you wear this ring in sickness and 


health, with love and honor? Jayne 


METAMORPHOSIS 
FESTIVAL: 


A PRAIRIE CELEBRATION 
OF LESBIANS & GAY MEN 


October 10-13 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
featuring 


Kris Purdy, David Ramsden 
and Sheila Gostick 


workshops @ coffeehouses ® concerts 


dancing ® thanksgiving feast 
For further information (306) 373-2812 


The Mendola Report. A new look at Gay 
Couples; Mary Mandola, Crown Publish- 
ers, Inc. New York. 1980 


Excellent book covering most 
or all situations involved in Gay and 
Lesbian relationships/marriages. 


"A Legal Guide for Lesbians and Gay 
Couples" ( p. 228) 


A Legi.l Guide for Lesbian and Gay 
Couples: Attorneys Hayden, Curry and 
Deni: Clifford, Addison-Wesley Publish- 
ing Company, Inc. 1980. 


This practicai guide covers al] 
legal aspects of gay living-together: 
buying and selling property, relating 
to former spouses, child custody and 
visitation rights, living-together 
arrangements and estate planning. The 
book includes sample contracts, forms 
‘agreements and wills. 


Elaine K. 


It seems to me that a lot of 
women have amisconception regarding 
the Women In Need house shelters for 
battered women. I would like to 
Share my experience around this sub- 
ject with you and maybe clear up the 
fact that these shelters are NOT 
"crazy-houses" with women and kids 
running around screaming etc. You 
do NOT have to have black eyes, 
broken bones or missing teeth to go 
there and ask for help! 

I was married for 17 years. The 
first years I spent bringing up 2 
boys (my son and "him"). I "only" 
had the mental abuse in the start, 
never once did I have physical sat- 
isfaction, yet officially we had a 
great sexlife !!--- The last few 
years it got worse, not "only" 
mental abuse, with that I mean put- 
downs STEADY; e.g. me being a NOBODY 
without him, him not letting me go to 
school ( my big dream ), for differ- 
ent reasons, one was that he would 
probably loose me and what would he 
do without me, poor "man"! And I 
wasn't smart enough anyway. But the 
Sad part is tGhatel) took dia eMEaa 
He started being physically abusive 
and lots of my clothes and things got 
destroyed and cut up! It started out 
with "just" a slap, then it got worse 
black eyes, broken cheek-bone, 2 near 
rapes, 1 near killing (knifing). 
That's when I went to "A Safe Place". 
And A SAFE PLACE it is! What a 
change to NOT be afraid, scared, 
guilty about your feelings or doings. 
I'm from a Scandinavian country where 
everybody loves life and laughter, 
and I'm finally turning into a true 
Danish - Canadian. Life's GRAND 
when you are in a loving relationship 
with a gentle, loving, understanding, 
fun and beautiful woman. I'm lucky! 
I also have a lot of "caged up" love 
to give now. - And my daughter, who 
arrived halfway through the "Hell", 
is now turning into a happy content 
little girl after our lives were 
changed 100 % to the better. 


The Shelter helped me. They (the 
councillors and workers ) and not the 
least THE Director, are supportive, 
understanding, loving, helpful etc. 


You get all the advise and support, 
that you need. - If there's anybody 
reading this that is scared or inse- 
cure about leaving a bad situation 
because of low self-esteem etc. 
believe me "The Shelter" is the place 
to go! YOU CAN DO IT, and life gets 
better and easier to live. My sit- 
uation was one of the extreme, be- 
cause I had both kinds of abuse; 
mental and physical, but again, you~ 
DON'T have to have been physically 
abused to go there; mental abuse 
often leaves deeper scars. 

Womonspace has been a big help 
too. If I get pessimistic thotighes 
-at times- I just think of Womonspace 
and I know that I've got friends, 
without- yet -having madevery many, 

I know that you are there! 


Thanx ; 
Inge. % 


y= 


"We hereby commit ourselves to shar- 
ing our lives and love with one an- 
other and joyfully proclaim ourselves 
a couple. We will venture forth into 
the sunshine and rainstorms, the 
lightning and rainbows, in the years 
ahead with kindness, commitment, com- 
passion and a sense of humor." 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


Wednesday nights are womyn's night 
at the Gay Alliance Toward Equality. 
Drop-in at #104, 10173 - 104 Street, 
between 7 and 10 p.m. Monday to Satur- 
day, Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m... oOrgGam 
424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers 
peer counselling on a personal and 
confidential level and has an excel- 
lent library. Drop-in to see Cath- 
erine and Brenda on Wednesdays, and 
Noreen on Thursdays. 


TAKE BACK THE NIGHT 


About 225 womyn joined ranks to 
celebrate Edmontons 6th annual Women 
Unite Take Back the Night. There were a 
lot of Womonspace members present. Our 
banner was carried high and with pride. 
The walk, which covered about 28 blocks, 
was a success. tomyn chanted and sang 
as they were walking. This years walk 
was bigger than last years and we look 
forward to making next years walk even 
bigger. 

Jacquie 
DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


The next dance committee meeting 
is going to be held on October 30 at 
7:30 p.m. at the womyn's building 10055- 
110 Street). This your chance to get 
involved in the planning and the running 
of our monthly. All are welcome. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next newsletter meeting will 
be held on Thursday October 9 at 7:30 
p.m. at the womyn's building (10055-110 
street ), All are welcome. 


NOVEMBER ISSUE 


The theme for the November's issue 
of WOMONSPACE NEWS is on identity 
reversal. We are mainly looking to- 
wards Lesbians in history who had to 
assume a male role. If possible, 
sent us photocopies of articles or 
references sc we can be accurate on 
the info. 

Please send your articles to: 
WOMONSPACE NEWS, Rm. 104, 10055 - 
110 Street, Edmonton, T5K 1Jd5, witt 
your name and a contact number. 


And Now ... 


For something completely different. 
On September 6th, Sig was voted 
Emperor of Edmonton. Congratulations 
to Alberta's lst. Lesbian to hold 

this position. 


Elaine K. 


ADVICE CORNER 


Dear Meredth; 

I am a 27 year old womyn who is 
just out of a long relationship. Right 
now I am looking for a one night stand. 
I have been out of circulation for so 
long I am not sure how to proceed. 
Please advise. 


Looking for a good time 


Dear Looking; 
There are two ways that you can 

go about this. One is to get dressed 
up in your fanciest duds and go tro- 
wling in your local gay bar. Put out 
your line and see who bites. The 

- other way is to go to your nearest 
furnature store. They have plenty of 
one night stands and I amsure you car 
get one for about 50.00 dollars. The 
latter may be more expensive, but it 
may be more sdisfying. 


Love Meredth 


ee ee ee ee ee 


MOTIONS PASSED AT THE AUGUST 
-General Meeting- 


- That Womonspace donate $20.92, 
plus an additional $30.60 in stamps 
towards mailing out sheets on "Take 
Back The Night". 

- That we (Womonspace) pay 2onnie 
Goon Hall an additional $75.09 ner 
month for cleaning (the hall) at 
the enc of the dances. 


SEPTEMBER DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


Womonspace would like to thank 
all the womyn who volunteered to 
work at this dance. We really 
appreciate your help and dedication 
to the organization. We couid 
not have put on this dance with- 


@ out you! 


COMMITMENT & MARRIAGE 


Two words with a lot behind them. 
To Sheila and I they mean: 

- communication 

- understanding 

- sharing (everything) 

- honesty 

- trust 

- devotion 

- deep feelki:igs of love from both 

- loyalty 


We talk about everything from the 
weather to love and sex. We listen to 
each other with open minds. We are not 
scared to share with the other anything 
that may be on our minds. This helps 
us to understand each other. Under- 
standing each other helps us to put the 
other's shoes on our own feot. 

Sheila and I share absolutely: every 
thing from toothpaste to our own 
thoughts and feelings. 


Honesty, we feel, is one of the 
most important. Without it you can't 
have trust. Honesty goes all around, 
even the little things. 

Devotion and loyalty go together. 
I'd do anything for Sheila and Sheila 
would do anything for me I can't 
picture myself witiout her. 

There is many atime that I'm sick 
or just don't feel up to par. Sheila 
just seems. to be, ables to, pick Uupmune 
ends and make everything even out so 
that at times she's putting in 702 
and I only 30%, but now when she can 
ony put 30%, I prck Up Lieeex Ur cao 
make 100%. 

When you're single there is only 
one person to think about. You're 
No. lL. [t's totaliy different when 
you are committed or married to anot- 
hereperson,. of find Tthink of sheila 
fi laesete. 
thane | do. 


Jd 


For example, she works harder 
(I'm more the homebody). 


\ 


When I'm making plans to do something, 
even though I'm roaring to go, I sit 
down and think if Sheila would feel 

up to it. Then I make my decision 
whether we should do it. 

Romance should never end in a re- 
lationship. Being together for two 
weeks or /5 years should make no dif- 
ference. Sheila and I have known 
each other for about six years. We've 
been together for one year, August 3, 
1986, and have been marriec since July 
5, 1986. We're always saying, "I love 
you". We're together everywhere. It's 
getting to the point where we are 
Showing our love in public - TABOO! - 
It may embarass others but if you love 
somebody, why hide it. It seems Sheila 
is forever buying me flowers and cards. 
We buy each other little gifts to show 
our love. In the time that we've 
known each other we have never had a 
fight, because we talk thing out before 
they blow out of proportion. 

Which brings me to bedtime. We be- 
lieve you should never go to bed @ngry. 
Get it out of your system. Sheila and 
I have a, "how was your day" before we 
go to sleep. My answer is, "did you 
untie your shoelaces before you put 
your shoes on?" I can tell right away 
by that cute little pout she is famous 
for that she did not. Seriously though, 
talk things out whether they are big 
or small, about work, home or play, it 
doesn't matter. We not only talk about 
bad things but good things too. When 
Sheila is upset about something I let 
her holler and yell to get it out. 
After it's over al talk to her. seit 
works both ways. 

Sheila and I love each other very 
much, so all of these things come nat- 
urally to us. Our big dream is that 
everybody could find a love as strong 
as ours and that we, (the gay commun- 
ity) can be married legally. 


Debbie & Sheila 


MEMBERS 


1986 Annual General Meeting 


September 28 


PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
SECRETARY 


MEMBERSHIP 


ACTIVITIES 


P.R. DIRECTIONS 


TREASURER 


congratulations to 


NON-MEMBERS « 


; 10055 110th STREET 
2:00 p.m. EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


ELAINE kK, 


Results WOMEN'S BUILDING ; 
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JACQUIE B. « 
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Activities ~ 


Mink Lake presents works by Elizabeth 

. The paintings will be up 
until October 11, 1986. Mink Lake is 
located at 10309 - 82 Ave. Phone no. 
439-8315. 


MOON JOYCE IN CONCERT WITH PEGGY WARD 


November 22, 1986, 8 P.M. $5 advance 
$6 door. Centennial Library Theatre. 

7 Winston Churchill Square. Free child 
Care on site. Sponsored by the News- 
magazine by Alberta Women. Tickets 
available at Common Woman Books, 8210 - 
104 Str. and the Newsmagazine office 
#808, 10136 - 100 Str. 


> 
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GENERAL MEETING 


General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) 
at 7:30 p.m. The next one is on 

October 14. All are welcome to 
attend; both members and non-members. 


Any womyn interested in starting a 
group for "Womyn of Color"? There 

is also information on the conference 
in Calgary, October 3-5. For details 
contact Denise at 433-4982. 


New Years Eve Dance 
To be held at the Banquet House. 


’ Tickets will be on sale at the next 


Womonspace dance. Look in the next news 
letter for more details or call the 
office. 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday night from 7 to 9 
p.m., Womonspace holds a regular drop- 
in at the Womyn's Building in the 2nd 
floor meeting room. Join us this 
Thursday for a relaxed evening of 
coffee and conversation’ All are wel- 
come. 


If you are interested in getting 
involved in the planning and running 
of our monthly dances, then don't 
miss the next meeting of the Dance 
Committee on Thursday, October 30. 

The meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 St.) 


The Salvation Army Calgary Grace 
Hospital Women's Health Centre 
presents: 


Women's Health '86 
"Pursuing the Best" 


A health conference for women at 
the Calgary Convent ton Centre, Friday 
evening, October 31, and Saturday, 
Nevember 1, 1986. 

For more information contact,Grace 
Hespital Women's Health Centre, 1402 
Str Ave. N.W., Calgary, Alberta, 

T2N 1B9. Phone 284-1141, local 394. 
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WOMORSPACE HALLOWEER 
DANCE OCT. 18 


BONNIE DOON pee 
HALL 9240-93st. 


8:30 pm to 1:30 am 


COSTUME: 


ye—=IrMdi~ 2 EXxK~wy 


door prize 
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